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	Abstract:
Letterforms are expressive visual elements in their own right. This assignment exposed students to the inherent visual potential of letterforms through the use of the programming language Processing. Using Processing, the students generated numerous variations of images from photographs of three-dimensional letterforms that they hand crafted. After careful evaluation of the potential meanings of the generative images they created, the students applied one of the images to the design of a poster. The visual qualities of the image determined what poster would be about.

The value of an assignment of this nature is that it introduces a level of chance and unpredictability to the design process. The final outcome, which is a practical design piece, was the result of a visual exploration that did not begin with a premeditated end point. This is contrary to the conventional teaching of design, which typically begins with a prescribed need and outcome (top-down approach). The approach presented here is a ‘bottom-up’ approach where the outcome is determined by analysis of the potential visual meanings of images made in a free visual exploration. In such an educational context the students learn to open themselves to see meaning in everything.
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Left: Poster on a lecture for the great fires of history, by Jennifer Masterson.

Right: Poster of student’s creative process (from creating the handmade letter, photographing it, to image generation in Processing).
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