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Abstract 
Design and Art: The Uniform and the Unique 

 

This project is derived from a satori-like moment triggered by an everyday product of global 
culture, yet a product that exhibits fleeting qualities of both the uniform and the unique, and 
whose raison d’etre is it’s disposability: the personal tissue. A chance encounter of strong 
winter sunlight seen through an emerging tissue (see images below), from a box left on a 
window sill provoked subsequent ruminations which resulted in a mind map of thoughts 
and words triggered by associated values and/or characteristics, embedded, in or implied 
by, this startling image. 
 
While my proposal remains a work in progress, it suggests multiple stimulating possibilities 
for delivery at the Generative Art Conference. 
 
My current concept is to display a bank of nine of nine boxes of tissues on a square white 
plinth approximately 400mm x 400mm x 1200mm.  A mash of the associated mind map of 
key words provoked by the original observation will be pasted around the top of the plinth 
and will appear in several languages emphasizing the theme of weaving that is based on 
the etymology of the word ‘tissue’. (please note that this text is not yet definitive). 
This will be an interactive exhibit where attendees at the conference are encouraged to 
participate in the work by drawing a tissue from any of the boxes. 
With each of these interactions, the unique nature of the composition is continually 
refreshed with a fleeting new, unpredictable, and unrepeatable iteration.  
It is hoped that a small light fitting can be added to each plinth to further enhance the 
display.  
Perhaps conference delegates could each bring a box of domestic tissues from their 
homeland to add to the mix. 
 

 

 



GA2019 – XXII Generative Art Conference 
 

Page 2 
 

evanescence transience inference fragility rationality multiplicity provisionality durability 
longevity plasticity tentativity permeability uniformity commonality connectivity variety 
authenticity ambiguity agility opacity individuality identity anonymity conformity replication 
duplication association provocation insinuation implication variability utility erasure 
recycleablity globalization connectivity evanescenza transitorienza inferenza fragilità 
razionalità molteplicità provvisori durabilità longevità plasticità tentatività permeabilità 
uniformità comunanza connettività varietà autenticità ambiguità agilità opacità identità 
identità anonimato conformità replicazione duplicazione associazione provocazione 
insinuazione implicazione variabilità utilità cancellazione riciclabilità globalizzazione 
connettività Yì shì xìng yì dù tuīduàn cuìruò xìng hélǐ xìng duōyàng xìng yǒngjiǔ xìng nàijiǔ 
xìng chángshòu xìng kěsùxìng shèntòu xìng tǒngyī xìng liántōng xìng liántōng xìng liántōng 
xìng duōyàng xìng móhú xìng mǐnjié xìng bùtòumíng gèxìng shēnfèn yīzhì xìng fùzhì 
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utilité effacement recycleablité mondialisation 
connectivitéエバネッセンス一過性推論脆弱性合理性多重性プロビジョリティ耐久性寿命塑

性触覚浸透性均一性共通性接続性多様性真正性あいまいさ敏捷性不透明性個体性同一性匿

名性適合性複製重複結合挑発含意可変性ユーティリティ消失再循環性グローバリゼーショ
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接続性Vergänglichkeit Vergänglichkeit Inferenz Fragilität Rationalität Vielfalt Provisionalität 
Haltbarkeit Langlebigkeit Plastizität Tentativität Durchlässigkeit Gleichförmigkeit 
Gemeinsamkeit Konnektivität Vielfalt Authentizität Ambiguität Beweglichkeit Opazität 
Individualität Identität Anonymität Konformität Replikation Duplikation Assoziation 
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globalización conectividad ευαισθησία παροδικότητα συνάφεια εύθραυστη ορθότητα 
πολλαπλότητα προσωρινότητα αντοχή μακροζωία πλαστικότητα δοκιμασία διαπερατότητα 
ομοιομορφία κοινότητα συνδεσιμότητα ποικιλία αυθεντικότητα αμφισημία ευκινησία 
αδιαφάνεια ατομικότητα ταυτότητα ανωνυμία συμμόρφωση αντιγραφή επικάλυψη 
αλληλεπίδραση πρόκληση υπαινιγμός εμπλοκή μεταβλητότητα χρησιμότητα διαγραφή 
ανακυκλωσιμότητα παγκοσμιοποίηση συνδεσιμότηταευαισθησία παροδικότητα συνάφεια 
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