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Abstract
Design and Art: The Uniform and the Unique

This project is derived from a satori-like moment triggered by an everyday product of global
culture, yet a product that exhibits fleeting qualities of both the uniform and the unique, and
whose raison d’etre is it's disposability: the personal tissue. A chance encounter of strong
winter sunlight seen through an emerging tissue (see images below), from a box left on a
window sill provoked subsequent ruminations which resulted in a mind map of thoughts
and words triggered by associated values and/or characteristics, embedded, in or implied
by, this startling image.

While my proposal remains a work in progress, it suggests multiple stimulating possibilities
for delivery at the Generative Art Conference.

My current concept is to display a bank of nine of nine boxes of tissues on a square white
plinth approximately 400mm x 400mm x 1200mm. A mash of the associated mind map of
key words provoked by the original observation will be pasted around the top of the plinth
and will appear in several languages emphasizing the theme of weaving that is based on
the etymology of the word ‘tissue’. (please note that this text is not yet definitive).

This will be an interactive exhibit where attendees at the conference are encouraged to
participate in the work by drawing a tissue from any of the boxes.

With each of these interactions, the unique nature of the composition is continually
refreshed with a fleeting new, unpredictable, and unrepeatable iteration.

It is hoped that a small light fitting can be added to each plinth to further enhance the
display.

Perhaps conference delegates could each bring a box of domestic tissues from their
homeland to add to the mix.
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